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to describe the delights of Iran.1 On hearing this,
the other brother began to sigh. I said, ' If you wish
"to return to] our native land; then it is well; I am
devoted to your pleasure, and it is also my own wish.
Now, if it please God, I will go along with you/ I
mentioned the circumstance of my brothers' afflictions
to my wife, and also my own intentions. That sensible
woman replied, ' You may think so; but they again
design to perpetrate some villany [towards you]; they
are the enemies of your life; you have fostered [a
brace of] serpents in your sleeve, and you still place
reliance on their regard. Act as you please, but
beware of those who are noxious/ At all events, the
preparations for the journey were completed in a short
time, and the tents pitched on the plain. A great
kdfila assembled, and they agreed to confer on me the
rank of leader and kafila-bashl? A propitious hour
being ascertained, [the kafila] set out; but on my
part, I was on my guard against my brothers, though
in every way I obeyed their commands, and made
everything agreeable to them.

" One day [when we arrived] at our stage, my second
brother said that, ' one farsaM3 from this place is a

1  Iran is the ancient name of Persia in its more extended sense,, that is,
the Persian Empire.   Fars is sometimes used in the same sense.    Strictly
speaking, it denotes Persia proper, which is only a province of Iran.

2  The kafila-lashl is the head man of the kafila, or company of mer-
chants, who travel in a body for mutual safety, and compose what is com-
monly called a caravan, properly a Jcarwan; the richest and most respectable
merchant of the party is generally elected lashi; all the rest obey his orders,
and he directs the movements, &c., of the whole company, and moreover,
acts, in all cases of dispute, as judge and magistrate.

3  The farsakh, QT far sang, or parsang, is a measure of distance in Persia,
and contains at   the present day about 3f English miles.   Herodotus
reckoned the m &oa.<ot,yyn>; in his time at 30 Grecian stadia.